Newsletter of the Piano Technicians Guild, San Francisco Chapter

January/February Chapter Meeting
Meeting:

New Steingraeber Innovations,
And how to regulate them

Time / Date: 7:00 pm Monday, January 23
Location:

R. Kassman Piano
843 Gilman St.
Berkeley, CA 94710
(510) 558‐0765

This month, we’ll have Alex Kerstan, the
Steingraeber Production Manager and Master
Craftsman, to offer his insights on New
Steingraeber Innovations in the E272 concert
grand, and how to regulate them. Particulary:
Mozart Rail
Drawing upon earlier versions the Mozart Rail®
adjusts key‐depth in grand pianos and hammer
distance to the strings is shortened. This makes
softer pppp playing possible. Originally, George
Steingraeber developed this pianissimo pedal for
Engelbert Humperdinck in 1897. In its current
inception, with the Mozart Rail, the instrument
becomes faster and more “Mozart‐like”; the
sound gets lighter and more silvery, but also more
sustained.
Sordino
In the first third of the nineteenth century, the
“sordino” was a standard feature on all grands
made by the Graf (Vienna) and Erard (Paris) piano
companies. In collaboration with professor /
pianist Jura Margulis, Steingraeber has now
reintroduced this feature as pedal or knee lever,
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allowing for tone colouration /modification such
as that required by Franz Schubert’s “fp” marking.

Minutes – Holiday Party
Christmas Past thanks all who attended the PTG
party and made his Christmas merry. Thanks to
Glen for once again providing a nice setting, to
Richard for organizing and to David for emceeing.
Thanks to all who provided food. Special thanks
for Zhi’s ribs, Margie’s chickens, Paul’s appetizer
tree and Birgitta’s coconut cake.
Thanks to David and Kathryn for the games. The
Who game, won by Birgitte, showed most of you
were not ready to celebrate me. I hope you
caught up on your merry preparations. Hats off to
Paul who won both candy guessing games. He
shared his candy and, more importantly, his
formula. Too bad you weren’t listening. The
rousing Christmas Bingo games were won by
Joanne and Alberto. Last, but not least, was the
Christmas Gift Exchange. The most coveted gift of
diamond files was chosen by Margie, swiped by
Kathryn and then swiped by Margie’s husband.
Good teamwork Margie and Mark. Santa was glad
to hear that most of you were not joyous gift
swipers. Even so there were enough naughty ones
to keep the game interesting. No names were
given to Santa so if you didn’t receive your gifts it
wasn’t my doing.
I’ve told Christmas Future who to count on for
next year’s food and festivities. Till then keep your
spirits bright.
Christmas Past
‐‐Contributed by Kathryn Abdalian
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March Meeting
In March, we’ll meet at Callahan Piano, where
Patrick Murphy, one of their newer team
members will talk (and show some pictures) about
his recent years working in many different
departments in the American Steinway Factory.
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RPT Exam Pre‐screening

PTG Code of Ethics

Any associate getting ready to take an RPT exam
(technical or tuning) is strongly encouraged to get
"pre‐screened.” This is an opportunity to have an
experienced RPT assess your skill and make a
recommendation regarding your chances of
success. You can make arrangements with any
RPT who is willing to pre‐screen you, who you feel
comfortable working with and who is familiar with
the current version of the exam for which you are
preparing.

In order to promote the highest standards of
professional conduct of Piano Technicians Guild
members, and to foster a relationship of trust
between PTG members and their clients, this Code
of Ethics constitutes the standards for which each
member will be held accountable, and to which
each member agrees upon joining PTG.
1. I will act honorably and in a professional
manner.

Chapter Library
The San Francisco PTG Chapter's Library
contains many books, manuals, tapes, videos
and other materials useful to both
experienced piano technicians and those
learning the trade. A list of library contents
can be found on the chapter website at
www.sfptg.org.
Only chapter members may borrow library
materials. To arrange for a loan, contact
Margie Williams at (510) 524‐0390, or
pnotuner@pacbell.net. Materials can be
picked up from or returned to Margie
at San Francisco State University or at
chapter meetings.

2. I will uphold the principles of honesty and
integrity for which the Piano Technicians Guild
stands.
3. I will represent my education, training,
experience and area of expertise honestly and
accurately.
4. I will uphold the Mission, Objectives and
Principles of the Piano Technicians Guild.
5. I will render the best possible service, under
the circumstances, always keeping the best
interests of my client in mind.
6. I will strive to upgrade my professional skills
and I will encourage and help others to do the
same.
7. I will use the name and trademarks of the
Piano Technicians Guild properly and will
encourage others to do the same.
8. I will promote good will towards my profession
and towards the music industry.
9. I will engage only in business practices that are
in accord with the antitrust guidelines as set
forth by the Piano Technicians Guild.
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IN TUNE! is a monthly publication of the Piano
Technicians Guild ‐ San Francisco Chapter. It is
distributed free of charge via email or in paper for
$15/year to non‐members without e‐mail. E‐mail
addresses have a way of changing frequently.
When such changes occur, please send them to us
at gr8horizon@gmail.com so we can stay up to
date. It is important that we be able to reach you.
Thanks!

Chapter Officers
President
David Abdalian, RPT
925‐460‐3211
david@abdalianpiano.com
Vice President
Christopher Ris, RPT
415‐454‐9009
chrisris@comcast.net

Deadline for newsletter submissions is 12 days
before the first Tuesday of the month. The
newsletter will usually be distributed 10 days
before the upcoming Chapter Meeting. The
Newsletter Editor reserves the right to edit article
submissions for clarity and length.

Treasurer
Jewel Hutt, Associate
650‐799‐7788
jewel.hutt@gmail.com

Classified ad listings are available to chapter
members for free. The following schedule is
available to anyone wishing to run a separate ad
in the newsletter (prices are for 12 months):
• 1/8 page ad ‐ $60
• 1/4 page ad ‐ $108
• 1/2 page ad ‐ $204

Secretary
Paul Barton, Associate
510‐689‐1239
gr8horizon@gmail.com
Librarian
Margie Williams, RPT
510‐524‐0390
pnotuner@pacbell.net

Chapter website: www.sfptg.org.
Send suggestions, literary contributions, or
advertisements to the secretary or webmaster.

Disclaimer: All expressions of opinion and all
statements of supposed fact are published on the
authority of the author as listed, and are not to be
regarded as expressing the view of the Chapter or
the Piano Technicians Guild, Inc., unless such
statements or opinions have been adopted by the
Chapter or the Piano Technicians Guild, Inc.
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Classified Ads
Contact the newsletter editor to add or remove
listings.
Piedmont Piano Company
Jim Callahan, RPT, owner
For over 33 years offering the finest new and
used pianos. Authorized dealer for new Yamaha,
Mason & Hamlin, Bluthner, Bechstein, and Fazioli
pianos. Fine used pianos from the world's great
makers, specializing in vintage Steinways. We
stock the largest selection of used grand pianos in
Northern California.
As many SF chapter members know, we have
worked for years with PTG members and their
customers to provide the finest instruments at the
most reasonable prices.
Located at 1728 San Pablo Ave. in Oakland 510‐
547‐8188.
For more information please visit our website
www.piedmontpiano.com or e mail:
music@piedmontpiano.com

SF PTG Newsletter

IN TUNE!

A recording from Shawn Skylark:
"Still Life – 10 Pieces For Solo Piano". This is a
collection of original piano pieces, which are
released on CD. (available at CD Baby, iTunes, and
www.shawnskylark.com).
It was recorded on a Bösendorfer 225.
Bösendorfer informed Shawn that they have
added it to their online Music Library which is part
of their web site at www.boesendorfer.com.

SPURLOCK BRASS GRAM KEY WEIGHT SET
FOR SALE NEW $150 ‐ best offer – Now
discontinued as Bill Spurlock has retired.
SPURLOCK SINGLE SHOULDER PLASTIC KEY
BUSHING CAULS ‐ Various sizes
CONTACT DAVID ABDALIAN 925‐895‐8290
Or dabdalian@gmail.com
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Piano Technicians Guild – SF Chapter
c/o Paul Barton
1303 Marin Ave
Albany, CA 94706

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

If you received this by US Mail and have an e‐mail
address, you can save your PTG Chapter’s money by
electing e‐mail delivery instead. Please contact
Paul Barton at 510‐689‐1239 to make this change.

SF PTG Newsletter

IN TUNE!

6

